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One Page Project Summary '

The Topanga Greek Watershed is the third largest watershed within the Santa
Monica Bay, and retains the largest remaining reproducing population of species
of special concern, such as the southwestern pond turtle. Since 2002, the
Resource Canservaﬁonﬂstrlct of the Santa Monica Mountains has been
collaborating with & coaltion of local agencies (National Park Service, USGS)
to conduct annual presence/absence and abundance counts, and to track the
Targest remaining populatin in the Santa Monica Mts., found in Tapanga.

The RCD biolagists reciuit and train community volunteers, including

scouUt troups, homescheolers, and others to assist in this long term monitoring
effort, This grant would provide eritical funding needed to support the trained
biologists and team leaders needed to lead the field effort,

[
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Background on Applicant:

Purpose and goals:

The RCDSMM has provided important resouice management information to all

our constituents within' the District since 1961. We have a ong history of ‘
aduaton, outreach and implementation of walorshed planning and restoration witl

the Santa Monica Mouhtains.

i

[
Brief summary of current activilies:

The resesarch and education team at the RCDSMM has been coordinating studie
of sensitive and endangered species in the Santa Monica Mountains, including
soulhern siealhead tout, tdewater gobies, and southwestern pond turtles. Our
team relies upon dedicated, trained community voiunteers for assistance.

Geographic area served:

The boundaries of the RCDSMM extend from Encino to Thousand Qaks, from the

Chateworth reservoir sputh to the ocean, and Catalina Island. The focus of this

affort wiil be within ihe Topanga Creek Watershed,
i ‘
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Major sources and doltar amounts of corporate, foundation and government
support during current and past fiscal year: '

Funding for our reptile studies has been limited in the past year to private

donations from individuals. By "Adopting" a Topanga Turtle, interested
supporters generated approximately $3,000 in 2011. This funding covered the

cost of abbreviated summer monitoring of the turtles last season.

Previous years _cif_ this monitoring were funded by a grant from the Santa Monica
Bay Restoration Commission (2002-2006) and the Santa Monica Mountains

National Recreation Atéa -NPS (2008).

We currently have approximately $2,000 of donations towards work in 2012,

¥

History of ali grants rép?ived from the Los Angeles County Fish and Game
Commission: '

The RCDSMM has not recelved any grants from the Fish and Game
Commission {0 date.
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Project Infor'mation

Statement of justificatign of need:

Southwestern pond turtles are declining throughout southern California, but
are of particular concern in Los Angeles County, where their numbers are very
small and populations isolated. The RCD conducted a survey throughout the
Santa Monica Mountains National Recreation Area in 2009, and found that there
are only two locations with populations of over 50 individuals remaining in the
mountains. A study done in 1986 (De Lisle, et ai 1986) recorded 30
different locations with turtles. In 2009, a congerted search found only afew
mdwlduals remained af 8 locations.

o

Statement of purpose and goals:

The purpose of thig study is to continue long term monitoring of the sensitive
turtle populations withirl the Topanga Creek Watershed.
Goals: 1. ldentify and remediate environmental stressors

2. Protect current popuiations from further decline

3. Davelop management ptan for maintaining important habitat

4. Work with laridowniers to implement protective measures

Action plan to meet objectives:

Thie work will be done intwo parts:

1. Gontinued monltonng of the turtles in Topanga wﬂl rely upon our standard
monthly summer trapping, along with focused surveys using snorkeling. Al
Individuals are tagged and released foliowmg data collection. (Permits are in
place.) :

2. Work with landowners to develop and implement protective measures that will
preserve habitat and reduce threats.

+f
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Statement of how the objectives advance the propagation and protection of fish
. and wildlife:

It is not possibie 1o manage any population without data on abundance,
distribution and long-te;mmmation on trends. By supporting the continuation
of this on-going effort, we Wl have the information needed 1o develop suitable
management and protection efforts that will enhance and protect the few
roemaining iurtle populations within the Santa Mohica Mountains.

Project budget and timétable:

Project start: April 201 éf ' Project end: October 2012
Budget:

Biologlst field leaders (3) 60 hours@$40/hr ~ $2,400
Field supplies (bait) $1x24 $24
HeD Adminstrative overhead (10%) 5243
TOTAL AMOUNT REQUESTED $2,667

x
&

3
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Sources of other support for project:

Volunteers (15) at 20 hours each = 300 hours x $10.80/hr ___ $3,240
Adopt a Turtle Fund $2,000

o
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Current status of project:

The turtle monitoring efforts has been on-going since 2002.

PAGE

a7

Attached please find the summary report provided 1o NPS on the turtles in 2009,

of

Cash flow ana!ysés of the expenditure of pr.oject funds:

Funds will be allocated to cover personnel costs starting in April 2012 and end in

October 2012. The RCD runs payroll monthly and would invoice for the amount

used per month.

S

Proposed method of evaluating results:

We have in place a well vetted Quality Assurance/Quality Contior prograny 1o

enaure that all data is collecied, entered-and analyzed properly. Data is shared

.-—__ﬂ_.!_-'_——'—-——‘—""_—.-'—_.’“_—-—_-
among all interested partners and made available to the public upon request. Due

to the potential for poaching, we are careful not to provide access information

to the general public. We all have all necessary scientfic permits and landowner

permission to work on the property (which belongs to the Santa Monica Mts.

Conservancy.) 4
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Plans for funding on-gging project (if applicable).

Our goal is to find contihiious funding so that we ¢an continue these studies

for a minimum of 20 years, as that is thought to be the minimum neaded In order
o understand the fluctuations of populations over time within natural variability
ranges. This project also provides a rare opportunity for local community
volunieers o be directly involved in collecting data critical for making sound
management plans for these species. Although the turtles are fairly long-lived,-
the genetic dispersion |s S0 constrained at present, that tracking individuals over
a long time frame may be the only way o develop a stratedy for long-term
survival. Keeping track of our more sensitive species will help us better
understand and track the response of thgs_'e species fo changes in climate,
habitat, hydrologic regime and water-quality. Turtles provide an important
window Into how our actions, both locally and globally translate into

on-the- ground impacts:

e d
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Please Attach the Foliowing Supparting Documents, if applicable:

e Copy ofthe Latest \RS Determination Letter of Tax Exempt Status under
Section 501(c) (3}
« Organization’s Most Recent Audited Financial Statement

 Organization Most Recent IRS Form 990

as
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CONSERVATION DISTRICT
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SANTA MONICA MOUNTAINS

818.507.8627 phone
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30000 Mulholland Highway, Agoura Hills, CA 91301
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January 4, 2012 -

County of Los Angeles
Fish and Game Commission

Dear Commissioners,

In compliance with the request for supporting documents relevant to the fiscal
status of the Resource Conservation District of the Santa Monica (RCDSMM), we
provide the following information.

The RCDSMM, a subdivision of the State of California, is a local special district
organized under division 9 of the CA Public Resources Code.

Internal Revenue Code (IRC) Section 115 states that the gross income of a
subdivision of a state is not taxable by the Federal government.

IRC Section 170(c)(1) states that contributions to subdivisions of a state are tax
deductible as long as they are used for public purposes.

Therefore, the RCDSMM does not submit forms or pay federal income tax and
contributions to the RCDSMM are tax deductible.

We appreciate the support of Supervisor Yaroslavsky for our efforts to provide

important resource management information that will help protect and preserve
the Santa Monica Mountains.

o (\\(

John Hendra

~Operations Manager

www.rcdsmm.org





